West Southlands Residents Association Directors Meeting
November 17, 2022
_____________________________________________________________________________
In attendance: Linda Jinks, Mary Tataryn, Troy Iwanik, Robert Matas, Cynthia Fung, Kay Teschke
1. Annual General Meeting – Lessons for the future
The emotional responses and interruptions of the guest speakers at the September Annual Meeting
hadn’t happened at previous AGMs, so the mayhem at this meeting was unexpected. As a result, the
Chair, Linda Jinks, felt ill-equipped to handle it in real time. Linda asked for a discussion of how to
better structure meetings in the future. Ideas included:
• Start the meeting with an outline of the structure and rules for the meeting. Rules to be sent
in meeting invite, and presented on screen as the meeting starts
• Indicate that the speaker will first be allowed to complete their remarks, then the floor would
be opened for a set time for questions and responses
• Various alternatives for asking questions …
o Questioners to raise their hands and wait to be recognized by the chair
o One comment/question per person, so many people’s ideas can be included
o Questioner to stand and asked to speak loudly so everyone can hear
o Questioner to stand at the front of the room
o Questions written down and passed to the Chair, who will ask the questions
• If someone doesn’t follow the rules, they be asked to stop. If they persist, pause the meeting
and Chair or other director speaks to them during pause
2. Finances and fees (Robert)
•
•
•

44 people have paid the $20 membership fee this year to date.
After paying for website, meeting room, and other expenses, we have $1250 in the account.
There are 95 people on our email list – representing about 1/3 of West Southlands
households.

3. Vancouver Plan engagement
The incumbents in the new council (3 ABC, 2 Green) all voted to support the Vancouver Plan. Mary
wrote to a Vancouver planner earlier in the year to ask the meaning of the plan for our area – this
email exchange is posted on our website. Many of the answers were not specific, because the Plan at
this stage remains a broad overview.
• Mary will engage the planning department again in the spring to keep us informed and ask
for someone to speak at the Annual Meeting in 2023.
• Once the residents know more about the Plan, we will survey them about any issues relevant
to the neighbourhood.
• Troy will send links to some informative newspaper articles to post to the website.
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4. Traffic Calming
Mary and Kay contacted the City traffic engineering group last year, asking for speed humps on 51st,
a raised crossing at 51st and the Wallace Trail, and for a neighbourhood-wide 30 km/h speed limit
because we have either no sidewalks (most blocks) or unpaved sidewalks (which make use by
wheeled devices difficult). We received a negative reply from a junior engineer. However there is
some hope, with the following going forward:
• Mary indicated that the speed humps on 51st are expected to be installed in 2023.
• The City has put in place a few pilot neighbourhood 30 km/h speed limits in response to a
motion by council, meaning councillors may be responsive to expanding it. Kay and Mary
will write to council in the new year. In addition, changes to the provincial Motor Vehicle
Act are under discussion, and a 30 km/h default in urban areas may be included.
• We are considering repainting the Wallace trail crosswalk at 51st ourselves if the City doesn’t.
Followup in the spring.
5. Post-flooding measures
The engagement with the City about the flooding of West Southlands streets and some houses in
the extreme storm of 2021 has resulted in a number of steps being taken. Troy received the
following response this week from Bruce Todd, Superintendent of Maintenance, Sewer Operations
at the City:
• “We have pretty much completed our maintenance in regards to the assets Sewer Operations
is responsible for in West Southlands and continue to tweak things based on feed-back we
receive from residents.
• “Right now crews are looking to work upstream of your catchment from West 41st to Marine
Drive where we will inspect and clean catch basins situated higher up the hill to reduce flow
heading southward from Dunbar, Alma, Highbury, Holland, Olympic toward Musqueam
Park. We have also installed several curb inlets on Dunbar at Marine to improve drainage
during leaf season and control more runoff from heading across Marine Drive.
• “Improvements have also been made to the Dunbar outfall and tide gate as a new rack and
headwall was installed.
• “We still are arranging to place a portable pump at the south foot of the Wallace ditch by
early November. (Note: the pump is now in place)
• “Tide gate inspections are being completed at low tides during the later evening hours to
warn us of any debris that could get stuck in the gates.”
We discussed asking the Parks Board to install
a rain garden in the area covered in blackberry
brambles on 49th Avenue shown in red on the
satellite view: Followup needed.
Troy is in touch with public works staff of
the Musqueam band and hopes to meet with
them to discuss what they are doing about
drainage and potential flooding and how we
can work together.
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In the next Newsletter, we will remind residents to keep a watch on catch basins and other storm
grates to keep them clear, or let the city know if there are problems.
6. New business
Mary will continue working with the Parks Board to get a children’s playground installed in
Musqueam Park.
Linda noted that the soccer fields have not been used much since the chafer beetle treatment ended.
Her husband decided to try to book the field and when it wasn’t allowed via the website, contacted
the City rep responsible – and with the flick of a website switch, the fields are now open for booking
again!
We are considering a party in the Park this summer. Followup needed.
Linda and Mary will draft a holiday Newsletter, with some of the important news above. Kay will
add/edit and send it out.

3

